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Artist’s view of a U.S. Landsat satellite. Credits: NASA.
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The bright green in these false-color Landsat images highlights healthy vegetation. The extent of the Wallow fire shows up as the reddish area in this false color image.
Mountain tops and river valleys are greener than the surrounding desert. Total burned area was about 500,000 acres.

The frequency and size of wildfires in the Western US will likely
increase in the next decades because:

* Fire suppression has created an over-abundance of snags and small trees that
Y pagenw T have increased fuel supplies.

oy i R .-

o e g Wi e
.

" US Forest Senice, Apache-Sitgreaves National Fores

* Increases in summer temperatures are causing trees to be more moisture-
stressed, making forests more susceptible to fire.

* Warmer annual temperatures are causing snowpack to melt earlier in the
spring, increasing the length of the dry season. A longer dry season creates
drier fuels as well as a longer period in which fires can occur.

* Growth in human population is likely to increase the number of wildfire starts.

Wallow Fire lmages from the ground
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