
 

 

ARIZONA-SONORA DESERT MUSEUM 
                     PLANT CARE INFORMATION 
  
                            Maguey 
                     Agave subsimplex 
 

DESCRIPTION: This is a small, broad-leafed century plant. An individual rosette will become 
no more than a foot or so across. It spreads into a clump by pupping. The beautiful leaves are 
banded gray and chalky green. A head will not bloom for at least 12-15 years, sending up a small 
inflorescence to around 10’ high. That head will later die, but the clump of pups will live on. 
Maguey is native to very dry regions of the northern coast of Sonora, Mexico. 
 
RECOMMENDED USE: Use as a small accent, for its form and leaf color, as a ground cover, 
in a rock garden, in an enhanced desert landscape or xeriscape, or in a patio container. 
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CULTURE:  

       Hardiness: Down to at least 15oF. 

    Sun tolerance: Full sun to light shade 

       Watering and feeding: Low water use after establishement. No feeding necessary  
  unless container grown. 

       Soil requirements: Any soil will do. 

     Pruning: None necessary. 
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